Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 


Message Text 

UNCLASSIFIED 

PAGE 01 CAIRO 19983 01 1710Z 
ACTION NEA- 10 

INFO OCT-01 EUR- 1 2 IO-14 ISO-OO NEAE-00 ACDA-12 SSM-05 
TRSE-00 USIE-00 NSCE-00 CIAE-00 DODE-OO PM-05 
H-02 INR-07 L-03 NSAE-00 PA-02 PRS-01 SP-02 
SS-15 AID-05 AF-10 INRE-00 SSO-OO /106 W 

021641 011712Z/40 

O 011652Z DEC 77 

FM AMEMBASSY CAIRO 

TO SECSTATE WASHDC IMMEDIATE 2287 

INFO AMCONSUL ALEXANDRIA 

AMEMBASSY AMMAN 

AMEMBASSY BEIRUT 

AMEMBASSY DAMASCUS 

AMCONSUL JERUSALEM 

AMEMBASSY JIDDA 

AMEMBASSY MOSCOW 

USMISSION SINAI 

AMEMBASSY TEL AVIV 

USMISSION USUN NEW YORK 

UNCLAS CAIRO 19983 

E.O. 11652: N/A 
TAGS: EG, IS 

SUBJECT: CAIRO CONFERENCE 

REF: CAIRO 19841 

1 . PRESS DEC 1 HEADLINED PRESIDENT CARTER'S ANNOUNCEMENT THAT U.S. 
WILL PARTICIPATE IN CAIRO PRE-GENEVA CONFERENCE, WITH DELEGATION 
HEADED BY ASSTSEC ATHERTON. PAPERS NOTED PRESIDENT'S STATEMENT 
THAT CONFERENCE EXPECTED BEGIN AROUND MID-DECEMBER AND QUOTED DE- 
PARTMENT SPOKESMAN AS FIXING DATE "IN NEIGHBORHOOD OF DEC 13 OR 14". 
(PRESS JUXTAPOSED ABOVE TO EARLIER GOE ANNOUNCEMENT THAT EGYPT PRE- 
PARED HOST CONFERENCE BEGINNING DEC 3. GOE, ITSELF, HAS YET 
PUBLICLY TO FIX STARTING DATE.) 

UNCLASSIFIED 

UNCLASSIFIED 

PAGE 02 CAIRO 19983 01 1710Z 


2. USSR. USSR OFFICIALLY INFORMED GOE NOV 30 THAT IT WILL NOT 
ATTEND CONFERENCE. SOVIET AMBASSADOR POLYAKOV TOLD ACTING FONMIN 
BUTROS GHALI THAT USSR PREFERS HAVE GENEVA RECONVENED WITHOUT PRE- 
PARATORY MEETING. PRESS QUOTES GHALI AS "REGRETING" SOVIET STAND, 
WHILE "WONDERING” WHY SOVIET UNION, IF IT WANTS GENEVA CONFERENCE, 
SHOULD IMPEDE PREPARATIONS FOR THIS. PRESS NOTED THAT SYRIA, LEBANON, 
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AND PLO HAVE NOT YET GIVEN OFFICIAL REPLIES. MFA SOURCE CONFIRMED 
THAT ONLY INVITE WENT TO PALESTINIAN LEADERSHIP IN BEIRUT ADDRESSED 
TO YASSER ARAFAT. 

3. LOCAL AMERICAN CORRESPONDENT REPORTS GHALI TOLD PRESS TODAY 
THAT GOE WOULD HOLD DOOR OPEN FOR FURTHER PARTICIPANTS IN CAIRO 
MEETING UNTIL DEC 10 TO PERMIT SYRIA, LEBANON AND PALESTINIAN 
LEADERSHIP TO RESPOND OFFICIALLY TO GOE INVITATION. EILTS 


UNCLASSIFIED 


NNN 
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